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dave chetees of adene-its his-dhteocs pobhits 
be himſelf. had when he was preſent wich 


them. 
And therefore having ſpent: ſome- time at 
from thence-into Mace» 
ze care of chat Church eo Tawo- 


i and wrote this Epiſtle:co him , eo let him 
know how he ought to behave himſelf in ſo 
excellent and worthy a Province as that was, 
which he bad committed to him, as he tells 
him in this and the former Verſe : Theſe thin 
write I unto thee, boping to come unto thee hor 
But if” I tarry long, that thou mayſt 


thou oughteſt to bebave thyſelf in"the —_ of 
God, 


w 2 


"Flair tes - "Tm, 


God, which is the Church of the livi x F 
the Pillar and Ground of _ by Gu, 23 b 
In which words ben aber "_ che Dig- 


A th , which 


en 
Pillar and Grontid of the Truth : Every one of 
arwos, Contain; bur this laſt hath 4 


== boi vor fone =3 * 
render or Arey the So- 


Power and Juriſdition which it LAS 
rg of Power and Ju the Infallibilicy 
of allher Do&rines, and an Immoveable Sta- 
OI, from which ic can never fall, 
ably, we ſeein the Examination of thele 
chree Particulars. 


I. The Church, which is here called The Pi : 
lar and Ground of the Truth. 

II. The Trath of which this Church is The 
Pillar and Ground. 


NL. The 


" Where ic will noe ied nit 
and evident, that chis pretended infallible Ora- 
cle of Truth, is very much miſtaken in every 
one of theſe Particulats'; The Church; The 
Traibs and; The-Pillar.and Ground; - + 
For the Church, of which St. Paul _ 
The Truth of which: he {peaks ; mos 
Trath of which che Chureb of Rome takes upon 
it to be.the Pillar and Ground, The Pillar and 
Ground in their ſenſe is not the ſenſe of St.Panl; 
' andiathe ſenſe of St. Paxl,” there was not any: 
Church in the World to which this Honour of 
being. the Pillar and Ground of the Truth, was 
more one Bhenit hed the qoalies Cons. 
of Rome. 

And firſt , for the Church, nothing can be 
more clear and evident , than that the Church- 
of. which St. Panl ſpeaks in theſe words, was not. 
the. Church of Rowe, but the Church of Epbe- 
ſus : for Timothy, to whom he wrote this Epi 
ſtle, was not the Biſhop of Rome, but of 
ſus. There $t. Pant Abies, what. 
ed from thence into Macedonia 3 and he lefe, 


him + 
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there, " he ell him at the 


ys. 


this I 
| when I went into Macedonia » that 
rex mihg chgeJoetht th teach no othen 


"I Church of is called the Pill 
and Ground 
cal Church Epbeſus , divided from all other 
Churches , asthe City of us was divided 
from all other Cities : Nor as the Viſible Head 


of chem all: But as it was one with them all 


the Truth , not as it was the Los 
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in the Communion of that one Carbolick and 


Apoſtolick; Church , of which that and all par- 
eater Chinchenirect _— 
bers. \Which one C 


e in one place, but by an «navimous 
ſeſſion of one and the ſame Catholick and 
ftolick Faith and Do&rine,and Diſcipline,which 


was of more Power and Vertye ro make them 


: 


of the yarn was afar to-one Family, 


which 


and Apeflolick, 


Church, was One , not by a corporal aſſembling ; 
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I beſonght thee to be rs a |} 


: 


3 e place, » he Temple 
| ens bat extended ol men ery 
where, wichout any diſtintion of Jews and 
Gemiles, Barbarians, inp 
maleand female. Thirdly, Apeſtolick, becauſe 
hey were all ons togternone ate 
were 'd together in one , was that. 
which they all had received from the / 
whoſe ſound was gone ont into all the 
tel waride x05 the iniels of GReIPOE 
. Now as that one Catbolick and 
Church was the Pillar and Ground of the Truth, 
| by their viſible of that Trath, aswe 
ſhall ſee afterwards : So lar Churches, 
which made a viſible profeſſion of the ſame Ca- 
tholick, and Apoftolick Truth , were one wich it, 
and every one of them be call'd a Piller 
| and Ground of the Trmth, y ſuch of them 
as were the moſt exrinent and » and 
fach was the - Church of Epheſus, For as the 
| a0 mo trans" 
when St. Paxl wrote this Epifile, 
than the Charches of the Weſt : fo the Church 
of oth was of —_ and eminence 
Churches 


Eft. It was as emi- 


nenta nexia Odaech for the profeſſion of the Truth of 
Chriſtian 


$0 Rom.10..1% 


my "_ py, s 
k © EOITY 
Z þ 
-- - _ 


» 


A Sermon Preached :T 


Aﬀt.19.10. 


A@ty. T5, 
20. 


Chriſtian Religion, as the City of Epheſus was | 
for Heatheniſh Idolatry and Swuperflition, when 
it wasa Worſhipper of the great Goddeſs Diane, 
andof the Image which fell down from Fupi- 
ter. The Preaching of the Goſpel had ſuch an 
influence from that Cicy; which was the Metro- 
pols of the lefler Afia, that all they which dwelt 
in Aſia beard the word of the Lord Feſus, both 
Jews and Greeks, The Men of Learning, who 
had buſicd their Wies, and ſpent much of thei 
time in the ſtudy of Curious Arts, were ſo ta- 
ken with ir, as not only to renounce all further 
ſtudy of thoſe Curious Arts ; but to ſhew their 
reſolution never to return to that Study again, 
they brought their Books together and burned them 
before all men; and they counted the price of them, 
and found it fifty thouſand pieces of ſilver : ſe 
mightily grew the Word of God, and prevailed, 
And the Crafts-men of the City, who got their 
Wealth by making Silyer Shrines for Diana, 
were ſoalarm'd at the ſucceſs of it, as to pers 
ceive that the Temple of the great Goddeſs Diana 
would be deſpis'd, and her Magnificence deſtroyed, 
whom all Aſia and the World pped, And 


which troubled them more, their Trade was in 


great danger to be oſt; for that was the firſt 
Argument which Demetrins us'd to raiſe them 


up 
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up into an uproar, Verſ, 25, 7 De rem og 
by this Craft we have ur Wabhk, 

| The Churchof Epheſus bad this further Ho- 
nour, not only to þe one of the Sewer Churches 
cb wins preſented to: St..Fobn, inthe Vi- 
fon of Seven Golden Candleſticks;and Chrif 
in the midſt of them , comma _ Ha 
write ſo many Epiſtle Epijtles to them, whi 
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(elf dictated to him ; bye tobe he fie heme Revels, rt 


and the Charater which he- any 
Church, rp gn. 7a er 
vikh ys a Fil cnt Goal of mm 

works , and thy lahout i 
I As CR 
are evil: And thou haſt tryed them which ſay 
they are Apoſtles , and gre not , and ha$i found 
them lars ail haſt born , wat mp patience 


and for my Names fake hoſt laboured , aud 
- not famed. | 
Nowif che Church of Epls ; which had 


all ehis Honour , had aſfpir'dto a $1 
over-all-other Churches, 1t might have made a 
fairer Title to ic by % Paul ,..than that. which 
the Church of Rome hath made by St, Peter. 


: m7 : I Revdansy 


For St. Paulwas ſeparated to bis Office fraps bis Galz.rr. 


Mutbers Womb: te was called to-itin a fin- | 
giilar — . by Chribt ap- 
pearing 


9 
0+ 4 


Ats5-3- pearing to him in a Viſion | 

val, iz. was honour'd b him with this Charadter] 
is a choſen Veſſel unto me , to bear ; Noe be. | 
fore the Gemiles and Kings , and the Childrep 

» Cor.11.5. of Iſrael. He was not a whit bebind the wery. 

xCor.15.10 ks. He laboured more 


64121617 with fleſh and 
| ruſalem to thew that were Apoſtles ore bins 
y who ſeex'd to be ſomewhat in_ conference 
to bim. He was ſo far 


is Superiour 
| igapoo 10 the face; and told him plainly, 
that he, and others whom he had miſled, 


veiſe4. walked not uprightly according to the truth of the 
Goſpel. And St. Peter was ſofar from rebuking 
him for his inſolence, as to make an honourable 
2 Pet.3.15.. mention 'of as beloved age Paul, 
—_ wt m en fo 
» ve he who was ighly. honour'd, 
had inbox he the Goſpel to dike Epbeſ 
Atz20. 31. ans for the ſpace of three years :. But ther 


not fo I expreſs mention in the 
Scrip- 
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we may ſee L—_— 
they cannot alledge 


rare hammer 


chat, The Chrch which i Babylon chef 10. Pega: 


gether with you, ſaluteth you. 
Ic ms likewilea Gngular care which Se Paul 
had of the Church of Epheſus, thatin his ab- 


ſence he commended the nero, os 


a perſon indear'd to him by many Names; His 


own Son in the Faith ; His beloved: Sow: =: 
Brother ; His Work-fellow : and wrote two Epi: Aetar. 


ſtles ro him, tolet Ar nn rn 
behave himſelf in {o excellent and: 
Province as that which-he callech The Houſe of 

God, the Church of the leving God, the Pillar 
and Greupd of the Truth. hereas Se. Peter 
never wrote any one Epiſtle to the Rowazr, nor 
do we read of any one whom he-lefe:cotake 
| careof thatChurch, in his abſence, though he 
was ſo much abſcnt that it-is much- doubted 


' whether he were ever there. 


_ For all that the ancient Fathers have written 
of his being Biſhop of Antioch ſeven years,'and 
after that Biſhop of Rome twenty and five years, 
and after that crucified under Nero, isupon'the 
Teſtimony of, Exſebins , of whom armine 
ſaith that be wasdeceiv'd in ſomethings, and 

| B 2 we 


we are very well afſur'd that he was Jeceived if 
this : for three years afterSt. Pans Converſion, 
he went-up, not to:-Rome, but to Jeruſalem, to 
Gal.rar8, wy wh Elbe Sindh and abdile 
Gal2.1,9, with bim fifteen days ourteen 
xargen rage ant Spag ware) 
found him. He was preſent at the Council at 


37647 9h" af 5. which was cigh- 


years after Chriſt in the former 
 - Chapters of the A&s of the Apoſtler,, we find - 
him'there, or 'thereabonts, a way from 
Rowe. After that he preach* the Goſpel to 
thoſe of Pawns, Aſia, Galatia, Cs , and 
And if after all thistime be ſate Bi 
a CI 
_ on! Ayer phe 
Nady Nero Reigned 
therefore he Et Nero 
Butas St.Panl, who knew very well that he 
 Cor.11.5: was not 4 whit behind the wery' chief Apoſtles, - 
did never offer to put himſelf before and above 
themall; and among the Apoſtles there were 
ſome who' in regard of their Perſonal Excellen- 
cies are called Chief and Pillars, yer without 
any JuriſdiQion'over the reſt : ſo among Chur- 
ches, though the Charches -of the Exft were 
more numerous, and of greater note than thoſe 


of 
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though the Churchof arms 
| and eminence, it never aſſumed any Soveraign+ 


ty over the ocher Churches, Theres no ground 
kk Char <, "har will af i for 
t an 
ſuch a Pillar, ' tucefolanalGlm, which 
isto all other Churches as the Headin a Body to. 
F allthe Members of that Body, as a Foundation 
ma Building toall the 7 that ſtands up» 
| on it, asa Root ina Tree toall the Branches: 
h the Church of Rome es to 16; 


For thoug 
4 ff all cheſc Ticles er with. that of the- 
Charch., this is ſo far 


from. being C lick and Apoſtolick, Truth , 
that it is-neither Catholick, nor Apoſtolick,, nor. 


TÞauth. 
I. It 'is not Catholick : the City 
of Rome had that Dominion over the Kings of: 


the-Earth, for which it was called Caput Orbis, 
" the Headiof the World ; the Churchof Rome- 
did neverclaim any ſuch Headſhipovee all other. 
Churches for above three hundred years after 
St. Paul wrote this Epiſtle : and was ſofarfrom. 
denying her Communion toall other Charches, . 
but thoſe which would+accept.-it-vpon ſuch. 


terms , 
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Judg.9.1 5, 


' Col.1.18, 


Epheſ.2.20. 


' terms as thoſe, which. Nabaſb the Ammonite 
'd to the men of F lead; Onithis 
09% ot will ] make a POR with you, that 
I may thruſt out all your right eyes. Or from 
ſaying to them as the Bramble in the Parable of 
Fotham ſaid unto the Trees 3 If in truth ye 
anoint me King over you, then come, and 
nary ore ſhadow : and if not, let fire come 
Bramble, and devour the Cedars of Les 
_ That inthe fixth Canon ofthe Coun- 
cil of Nice, which inthe Arabick Canons is the 
eighth, the Biſhop of Rome is propoſed as an ex- 
ample to the Biſhop. of Alexandria -to contain 
himſelf within his own limits, 
ao le is not Hm Apoſtslick; for the } 
nothing of any. Superzority and $ 
among oo. > ves, Or a the — 
which were founded by them. They knew 


noother Head of the Church, but Ham, who 
+ the 
in'all t 


inning, the firl-born from the dead, that 
gs be might bave the pre-eminence. 
They knew no other Foundation , but that of - 
Apoſtles and Prophets ; Feſus Chriſt bimſelf be- 

ing the chief corner-ftlone. And in that Founda- 
tion all the Apoſtles were as much of the Foun- 


dation. as any one of them, and therefore are 
called Twelve Foundations, Revel.21, 14. 


The 
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| The Church of Fernſalem was in'{ome ſenſe 
the Root of all Churches;' St. Paxl calleth ic 
ſo, Rom. 11. 17. Butit neverclaimed any Su- 
| 'periority over all other Charches.upon that ac- 
count. But as for the Church. of Rome, . he 

faith plainly in the ſame Verſe, that-ic was not 
the Root, but a Branch of a Wild-Olive graf- 
fed in among other Branches, and Ss. 
partook of the Root and Fatnelſs of ghe Olive- 
Free. And as if he had foreſeen how ready 
that Church would be to boaſt ir ſelf againſt 
other erage" he gives —_ an Admonitiog 
inſt it, in the next Verſe : , not againſt 
the Branches : but if thou rag ria beareft not 
the Root, but the Root thee. And argues the 
matter with.chem 1n- the next Verſe : Tho wilt 
' ſay then, the Branches were broken off. 
might be graffed in., Well, becauſe 
en off, and thou 
d, but fear; fi 


ſpare not thee, And ſets before. them the exe 
ample of Gods Severity againſt the Natural 


minded, ' but fear, at the next. Verſe : Bebold 
therefore the Goodneſs and Severity of God: on 
them whith fell; Severity ;' but towards thee, 


not the Natural Brancbes , take bee leſt alſo | 


Branches, as a warning to.them-not-to be highs . 


Goods 


F v} , Mer". 
” | 77 GC; OE 
7 3 Og* . 
v 3 w n 


—— 


Poe a ..— _— 


em. 


—_—C 


A Sermon Preac r Tingi1s, I} 


. Goodneſs, if thou continue in bis Goodneſs, orher. 


wiſe thou alſo ſbalt-be cnt off. 

ee x entered nor Apoſtolick fo 
1t is fo far from Tratb, that there never was a 
more Fundamental Errour, than that of a Lo6+ 
cal Church, which is ſach a Pillar and Ground 
of Trath, that it cannot err. Butif inthe Epi- 
ſtle ro the Romans there is no mention of ſuch 
a Pillar aud Ground of Trath; and in this Epi- 
ile to Timothy , where theſe words are found, 
there is not any mention of the Charch of 
Rome, IT need not ſay any more to ſhew low. 
much they are out in the firſt Particular, which. 
is the Church. Let us proceed to the'ſceond 
Particular, which is the Tratb; and (ee if they 


the Church. | 
Pillar and Gronnd, is not all Truth : For there 
are-wany Traths for which the Church is ot 
coneern'd ; they may ſtand or fall accordingto 
the ſtrength -or weakneſs of thoſe ments 
by which they are ſupported , or with which 
they are aſſaulted, withont any peril or preju- 
dice to the Church. God who wonld'bave all 
men'tobeſaved;and to-come to the knowledge 
of tlie Froth, hath ſetup aChnreb to'lead\men 


co 


benotas much out inthe Truth , as they arein | 


4 Timz15 at White-Hall, 


tothe knowledge of all that Trath which is ne- 
ceſſary for them, that they may be ſaved : but 


as for many other Truths, which are profeſs'd 


and taught in Schools and Univerſities; as all 
men are not born to be bred upin them, ſo the 
knowledge of them is not ſo to them, 

but that they may be ſaved without it. When 
Chriſt promis'd his Diſciples that he would 
ſend them the Spirit of Truth, to guide 
to all Truth, He ſpake of that Truth which was 
neceſlary for them to know, for the diſcharging 
of that Office and Mioiſtry which he had com- 
micted to them, not all other Truth. And 
therefore when the Manichees gloried in him 
who was the Patriarch of their Se&, thathe 
was a man full of the Holy Ghoſt, and led in- 
to all Truth, for that he could diſcourſe of 
Truths in Aſtronomy, and other Mathematical 
Sciences z St. Auſtin anſwer'd' them very well, 
That this was no Argument to prove that he 
was full of the Holy Ghoſt : for the Holy Ghoſt 
was not given to lead men into fuch Truths; 
for he was not giver to make Mathematicians, 
but Chriſtians, And choughir is true that the 
: Infallible Chair doth not in theſe days meddle 
with Truths of this nature, there - was a time 
when it did; but ſo unluckily, asto condemn 
one 


them in- Joh.16.r 3; 
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one Virgilins for holding that there were Antis 
podes, and that the Earth is round, and the Sun, 
and Moon,and Stars, move about it in the other 
Hemiſphere, as they do in this ; which isa de. * |}, -* 
monſtrable Truth. | 
Bur to let this paſs, as it is not all Truth, {6 
neither is it all Theological Truth, or Trath'in 
Divinity : for Divinity is a Science , in which 
thereare ſome Traths which dwell in that Light 
which is ſo inaccefſible, that the moſt learned 
men are not aſham'd to confeſs that ſuch know- 
ledgeis too wonderful for them, and that they | 
cannot attain unto it. And there be many other 
Truths TEES _—— men may differ in 
opinion, and d with fo much probability 
on either fide, that though rad vor 
be with both of them , becauſe what the one 
affirms, the other denicth ; yer they whoarein | 
the Errour may be perſwaded that the Trath is 
with them, and heir Errour ſhall not prejudice 
their Salvation, unleſs they ſuffer themſelves 
to be led into it by ſome prejudice or paſſion, 
or be ſo obſtinate in it as to ſhew that they ſeek 

not Trath, but ViQory ; and wonld rather per- 
fiſt inan Errour, than by ſuffering themſeves 
to be led out of it, feem to acknowledge that | 
they were in an Errour. The Scriptures,which 
arc 
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are able to make all men wiſe unco Salvation, 
are not ſo clear and evident in all chings, buc 
that we may lay of bther Books of Scripture, 
as St.Peter ſaith of the Epiſtles of St.Poul, Ther 
are ſome things in them hard to be 
But the more hard they are to be underſtood, 
the leſs neceflary they are to be known. God, 
who hath made the Fruits of the Earth, which 
are neceſſary for the food and ſaſtenance of 
men, to grow upon the face of it, where every 
eye may (ce them, and every hand may gather 
them ; but hid the Mines of Gold and Silver, 
which ſerve for Riches and Ornament, in the 
Bowels of the Earth, where they cannot be 
found-but with much ſeeking, nor be wrought 
out, and purged from that Droſs with which 
they are mixt, but with great labour , hath 
likewiſe made all that Truch which is neceſſary 
to feed the Souls of men to Ecernal Life, fo ea- 
fie to be found, that we may fay of that, as the 
Wiſe-man ſaich of Wiſdom , Wiſdom is- eaftly 
ſeen of them that love her, and found of ſuch as 
ſeek, ber. Bur there be many other Truths 
which ſerve to inrich and adorn the Soul, which 
he hath reſerv'd to exerciſe and reward the ha- 
bour and ſtudy of chem that ſeek for thens as for 
Silver, and as 7 for _ reaſures, Tt there 
were 


ledge of them would mfich abate and lefſen 
the value and eſteem of them : but when the 


difficulty of finding them excites deſire, and de- 


ſire ſtirs up labour and ſtudy, and labour and 


ſtudy find that Truth which could not be found. 


without. it, it is the more oyfully macs 
and more Redfafily retain retain'd. 
But, Thirdly, The Truth of which the Church: 


1 the Pillar and Ground, is worm 


no where tobe found but in the Church ; 
is fo manifeſt in the-profeſſion 
that they who cannot find it any 
may find it there. arg; Exon. 
are ſome Truths which are and peculiar 
ochen, as Tr in Logic Truchin Nate 
ral and Moral Philoſophy, T in all-Mathe-' 
matical Sciences : ſo there arp ſome Truths in 


| Divinity which are proper and peculiar toity |. 


which as they could never ade been known 
but by Divine Revelation, - ſo they have been 
made known to the Apoſtles by the Spirit of 
Truth, which was given tothem to guide chem 
into all Truch,and by the Apofiles tothe Church. 
Such ts that which St Panl calleth, The Truth 
of the Goſpel, Cal. 1.5. The Trath of Chriſt, 
2 Cor. 
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were an Infallible Oracle to derermine all 
Truths, the eaſineſs'of coming to the knows 


of the = Chard, 
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2 Cor. 11. 10. The Trath of of God, Rom. 5, s. 


And many times it is called" Trath,, and the 


Truth, without any note of difference from all 
other Truth. Fruth, in 1 tothe Re- 

jon of the Heatbew as __ is- oppos'd - 
Flood and Lyes: Truth, 
the Religion of the Fews as Trot, 1s oppos 4 
to Figures and Shadows: Truth, in oppoſition 
to all other Truth, not as contrary toit; for one 


Fruth cannot be contrary to another, but ina 


ſuperlative ſenſe the moſt excellent and moſt 
ble Truth. Fort 
| Paul {aith of the Baw and the 


Goſpel compar 
Was wy hed vighey by reafor of the 
glory that excelleth : So-we may ſay of - 


m Philoſophy and-all Sciences, compar'd with 


| the Truthoof the Goſpel; That which/is Trach | 


is nor Truth in compariſon of the Truth that 
excelleth. Such is the Truth of which-the A- 


poſile ſpeaks in the next words totheſe of the - 


Text, which ſome have joyr'd together, ex> 
pounding theſe words by them : Witbout- con 


' troperſie great is the Myſtery: of 


was manifeſt in the Fleſb , jubtifeed-in the 
rit , ſeen of Augels, ends unto the 


all Trath is- * 
, Even that which . Cora. 


Shs God. 


believed on in the World, receiyed in Glay, | 
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- Godlineſs in bope of Eternal Life, which 
God. that cannot. lye promiſed before the World 

but hath in due time manifeſted bis Word 
through Preaching. The Truth by which we 
are begotten again, Fam. 1. 18. - Of bis own 
Will begat be us again by the Word of Truth The 
Irath that maketh us Free-men, Fob. 8:4, 
Te ſball know the Truth, and the Truth ſhall maks 


anos The Gandifying, Truth, Fob. 17.19. 
' The 


e them with thy Truth, thy Word is Truth, 
Truth, 1 Tim. 2. 4. God would bave 
all men 10 ſaved, and to come to the kn 
.of the Truth, Andthis is the Truth of 
the Church is the Piller and Ground in the fea 


of St.'Paul. Now what ſenſe that is, follows, 


in my third and laſt Particular, which is the im 
mee of thela words, The Palle a 
of uhe Trath. 

Here are two words, the Pillor and Ground, 
bac hey are very well joyn'd together, for they 
which are joyn'd together in 
a Pillar thar ſlandeth firmand ſtedfaſt. The 
former word that which we call the 
Jew of the Pillar ; the latter word fignifieth 
"ens, or Foot of the Pillar : 
hech iogether Ggnifie a Pillar andiog _ 
Baſis 


7 im Trail rroat. 
Tau. The Truth which he calleth the Truth which wr 


” Tmgts of Whiteeblall. 


Baſis or Foundation. But the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth, is a Metaphorical Expreſſion, and Me- 
tapbors are apt to begert _— + ifor| —_ 
Metaphor there 1s which is like, and 
ſomething which- is xot like ; and as when the 
Metaphor is taken from ſomething wherein . 
there is a likeneſs, the Metaphorical E 


makes the ſenſe more elegant and clear; but 


when it is ſtretched to ſomething wherein' there 


is no likeneſs, in ſtead of making the ſenſe more 


clear, it makes non-ſenſe. As in this Metaphor. 
of the Pillar- and Ground of Truth : Avi 


or rather »:any Pillars, upon which a Houleor 


Church is built, (as the Temple tae ane 
was built upon many Pillars , 

Temple of Diana at Epheſus ) the Pill ans 
as the Foxndation upon which the Houſe or 
Church is built-, as the Foot of the Pillar is: to + 
the Pillar which-ſtands upon ic. But in-this- 
ſenſe neither the Church of Epbeſus, nor the 
Church of Rome, nor any National Church, nor 
the whole Catbolickand Apoſtolick Church,could ' 


be well and truly called The: Pillar and Ground - 


of Trath ; | becauſe the Truth'is not built upon 


the Chavelty}.bue-thirChareb\upim this Tialh 


And 2 wha cent nevus have been a True - 
Church , if the Truth of the Ghureh had not 


been : 
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been before the Church : {of the Truth be re. 


moved-from the Churehb, it is no longer a Trae 
Church. - There is no Power or Authorityin 


any Church , to make any thing a Truth which | 


was not a Truth before.” The Apoſtles delivered 
the- whole Faith to the Church ; and if all the 
Churches in the” World ſhould joyn together; 

cannot make one new Article of Faith: All 
tharthey can do, 'is to deliver what they have 
receisd from them who have del! what 
they alſo received; till we come at laſt to the 
Apoſtles, who delivered what theyallo receiv'd 
from the Spirit of Trath , by which they were 
ted intoall chat Truth , which could not other- 
wiſe be made known to them, and alliſted in 
delivering thoſe Traths which were by other 
infallible-proofs-made known to them. © + 
- "But befide thoſe many Pillars upon which 


Houſes'and Churches were built, there were . 
fingle Pillars'ereQed- by the Heathen , to ſuch 


es, as do ſerve very well to expreſs the 
nſe of this Metaphor, which the Apoſtle here 
uſeth by way of alluſion to them 


.« As firſt, There were Pillars which they rear'd | 
up-on high wich Images of their Gods and God- | 


deſſe: upon them, fitting or ſtanding, or in ſome 


other poſture to attraQ the eyes of men to - 
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which is due Nehru; Of ſuch Pillars 
| —_ 26. oC amet onorveor mt 
aven Image, 4 ſtanding 
| Inge Tl aboumbor# ao fy ''Now'as 
| aul ſaith of the Hharhes, that they Rom.t.25. 
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| tbe Hills ; and all Nations 
ſhalt flow | Bur jn'this ſehſe the Church 
of Roaieds more hike to thoſe Filltys of the Hit. 
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to be ,made Idols, that by: rhe Conteſſion-of 


| -@a' Creature : expole. themſelves Treat | 
pe and as forced we the moſt ſbr | 
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Rand,. much leſs the ignorant and anlcarned.'\ | 
Sceomdly, Woread moon 
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the' New | Fer which cometh down ont of 

emp Cady end Letra 
prures.,- Whicki\Ireniws: calleth-the- Filler 20d 
Ground.'of the Faith-of the Church, and in 
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makes a viſible profeſiion 
which ic hath receiv'd from.the Apoſtles, 


[+01-4-10.90 & 


ongue-: Bue.che Church of, Rome doth: not 
expole the Scriptures to' be, read- but-in a Lan- 
guage whichche greateſt part of-them that are 
concern'd. to know the! Trachs which: are res 
yeal'd in them,” do' not underſtand ; by which 
means they have kepe the people in {0 great 
arance of the-Scriptares, that at the begin- 
ging. of the, Reformation many of chem. knew 
= © lope of the New Tftemens, as:to believe that 
it was a Book, which had/been written byLather; 
2+ Becauſe theyſerap unwritten Tradici- 
ans, of\ which it@ay; hk — and 


"ſome 
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1 Cor3-2. things as St. Pad Wood, Hey and Stubble, 

and would make che World believe that they 

are Gold, Silver, Preciows Stones ; which is not 

the part of a Pillac and Ground of Truth. +-- 
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kex in it, arecalled Pillars; and' Areine, one 
of great note a them , 1s called a Pillar 
and Ground of the Church. And in'this ſenſe 
the Catholick and ApoSfolick Church may well be 
called the Pillar and Ground of the Truth ; Imn- 
wota Colunma, a Pillar that ſtood unmoyed 
gpon that Ground on which it was ſet. For 
ne ſome Local mee which were but 
as ſo many Candlefticks, though they were: of 
Gold, dn a vPro Catholick and 
ck Charch was fo well ferled upon a 
ſure and ftrong Foundation, that all the means: 
which have been uſed to overtbrow it; have- 
| ſervedtoeftabliſs it. wk 
Great Endeavoars were usd at firſt t6ipre- 
yent the ſetting up of this Pillay upon the- 
Ground of it, by them whont the Scripture: 
| rear cre # : but I: 
which ht to upon the 
and the Ground, a ver and the 
DeſtruRion which fell upon themſelves, ſerv'd: 
| very much to the Edification of. that Pillar and. 
Ground of Truth, which chey ſoughe to deſtroy. 
No ſooner was the Pillar. ſet up upen the 
Ground , but great Force and- Violence was- 
uſed to throw it down. The Kings of the 
Eath were affcinbled;, and-the' — 
El! 
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throw it, ſerv'd to let them ſee” that it v 
ſo well ſetled uporr a ſure 
own, that it could not be overthrown. Arid 
s all all che Pillars of Heatbeniſb Idolatry and 
i on , which were” ſo ma 


ws fell before ic like” D ae 
: {oy of 
bs 


e the 
of God; fo that we may 


ge _ bo: 
wy ofthis Pillar andGronnd of Truth, 
Y Marrs aith of the Houſe built upon a Rock) 


Matth.5.25, The Rain deſcended, entiie Bis oath and the 


2 Pet.2.1. 


Winds blew , 4 Bday, ore and it fell not 


wel Sernt dro} 


them as the”. 
is faln, is faln) 


for it was was founded wpon 4 Rock. 
ve been TG the beginning ſachs 
St. Peter calls Falſe Prophets, who bave” k 


brought in danmable Herefies, provienc the Lord 


ght them, and have brought apon then: 
s ruStion. Bur that ſwift deſtru- 

Rion alzch have brought themſelves, 
hath ſerved to the Edification —p ſy gee he Church in 
char Truth which the ol to deftroy. 

Bur this Pullay' ind Gromld of Truth was ne- 
ver in fo mach danger to bexhrown down by 
all 


that b 


Villar from the: 


written upon this/Pillar , with ſuch Alterations; 
Alterations -and Additions have ſerved to 


” up.man y learned men, and nota few of them of 
| this Church of 


, according to their own luſts they would beap up to. 


hi } 7, b -_ " 
to.ſhake. this Jags rnd Ground by | 
defend it. . | 


which 3 Paul. 2 Other yp pt ugg no [omen © - 
ri By 9 that which is laid, Feſws Chrift | Y 
ph dewe pong tothe Truch, "by 


defacing the ancieut Inſcriptions. w which were | 


and Additions as they. have made. But all thei 


of Haglan 1. ro ere rote ancient- 
Enſcriptions, a which are 


and rofitable, tobe han more legible. 
than they obs 

St. Paul ſpeaks.of a, time” that ſbould come, . Ti4.3; 
when men would not endure ſound DoSrine, but. 


themſelves Teachers, baving itching ears. Bud 
as he ſaith in n——_ place. There muſt be 5/4 1 Cordi.ig,; 
5 : 


os es. Ak. bis . A At 
zo A. er  Preached IT 
.ſfies, that 2 ond ara ade 
manifeſt : $6 we may oy ofthe icing 
þ hon ner pred ig 6 
have heaped to t s wy 
Fre £ to-make them that i Vide! 5 
* faſt the form of ſound Wc 
they have received from the Apoſtles, and 2 
k Church, the more manifeſt. J 
mw Wits have plea TT 
in ang Paſquins, a pping them 
this Pillar; but they could never make __ 
tick i faſt, bur that they have faln to the\ 
ground, 2nd been trodden under feer of men.' / 
the Pillar and Ground of Truth can never A 
rn he Ground 0 it _ is the | : 
'datth.16.r8 which the Gates of hal. % 
prevail : ke Faith by which it Rands is the _} 
Hebur2.a8, _ of a Kingdow which canmot be moods # 
The Dodtrine which is baile upon this Faithis © 
Tk.r.5. Sound Dofirine; and as there have been, ſorhere | 
| will be ſo many the profeſſion of this 
Faich and DoGcine wi wavering , as will 7} 
| keepn this Pillar and Ground of Trath ſo long = - 
As of Heaven and Earth ſhall ſtand; Þ}F 
and till He whois the Author and Finiſber of our 
Faith, bring us to the end of our Faith, which 
| is the Salvation of our Sauls. 
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